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Size up transit like any industrial load 





and you'll get a new slant on its long-range value 


Need new load? Probably not, right 
now. But undoubtedly you’re thinking 
ahead—planning what to do when new 
load is needed. As you size up each indus- 
try, don’t overlook the transit industry. 
Compare it with other industrial loads 
and you’ll find— 


A BIG LOAD. Impartial studies show that 
there is an economic place for 20,000 ad- 
ditional electric trolley coaches, 7500 
streetcars, and 4000 rapid-transit cars to 
replace worn-out equipment and to add 
to present transit fleets in the U.S. Based 
on the average annual consumption of 
175,000 kw-hrs per vehicle, the 31,500 
electrics represent an annual load of 5.5 
billion kw-hrs! In addition, the load re- 
quires little servicing. 


A WNON-PEAK LOAD in most instances. 


Studies show that transit’s maximum de- 


mands generally do not coincide with 
system peaks. 

GOOD LOAD FACTOR. Transit’s average an- 
nual load factor ranges from 30 to 68. 

GOOD POWER FACTOR. At time of maxi- 
mum demand, power factor is 90 per 
cent or better. 

This attractive load will take time to 
sell—years of aggressive sales promotion 
may be needed to effect the purchase of 
new electrics. So why not start now to 
acquaint the communities you serve with 
the benefits of electric transportation! 
You’ll increase your earning power when 
new load becomes hard to get—and put 
your future on a firmer foundation. For 
complete information that tells why elec- 
trics are preferred by riders, municipal 
leaders, and operators, write to Section 
107-204, General 
Schenectady 5, N.Y. 





Electric Company, 


1. Seriously consider a transit specialist to study this load in your area. 


2. Estimate what your transit load should be. Electrics are economically justified for 
lines requiring headways of less than 12 minutes or where peak traffic on a given 
line is 400 passengers per hour or more past a given point. 


3. Co-operate with your G-E representative in presenting the benefits of electric 
vehicles to the transit company and the community. 


4. See LIFESTREAM OF THE CITY, the More Power to America movie that shows how 
electric vehicles reduce traffic congestion and give better service at low cost. 
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The Electrical Week 


This was a heavy news week for the electric power 
industry. The report spelled out problems which 
ranged from natural disasters to Congress. In upstate 
New York, a water shortage forced this region’s inter- 
connected systems to ask industrial users for volun- 
tary cuts in consumption. System operators of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association agreed that low 
water and the oil shortage are threatening reserve 
capacity margins which already are scant. On the 
Coast. the Utility Workers Union. CIO. sent to trial 
one of its officers who declined to sign a non-Com- 
munist statement-—-and thus imperiled UWU’s ability 
to obtain help from the National Labor Relations 
Board. In Washington, the word was that the early 
reconvening of Congress will bring power legislation 
to the front once again. The St. Lawrence Seaway 
Pitts- 
burgh, the Duquesne Light Co and President George 


and Power project will be pushed hard. In 


Mueller of its independent union will talk about a 
cost-of-living wage increase and the problems that it 
involves. In Maine. eleetrie companies faced a recon- 
struction job after widespread forest fires levelled 
distribution facilities. But their vood housekeeping 
spared generating plants and substations. thus held 


down the damage and time out of service. 






Washington is beginning to get specific about a pos- 


sibility which it has been mentioning guardedly jor some 
time. That would be a revival of the war-time junction 
of allocating new electric power generating capacity to 
areas, systems, and sites of greatest need. Interior Secre- 
lary Krug’s recent report on U. S. resources, prepared 
fo aid Congress in evaluating the Marshall Plan. suggested 
that such “spotting” of generating equipment be practiced 
with whatever power machinery we send to Europe. Then 
"added: “There is also the possibility that a similar 
choice may be indicated over the next five years between 
these areas of the United States where additional equip- 
ment may be needed to relieve production bottlenecks and 


‘++ JOr reserve purposes.” 
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REA cooperative plans for oil-engine generating 
plants appear to be facing a cost squeeze. The record 
of REA’s generating loans shows that normally whole- 


sale power purchases from existing central station sys- 
tems are cheaper than the output of co-op-owned gen- 
erating stations. There is little possibility that whole- 
sale power costs will rise. But spokesmen for major 
oil companies predict the price of diesel fuels will 
continue to increase. If so. the existing spread be- 
tween co-op-generated power and purchased power 


would widen. 


Two other factors, however, indicate offsetting possi- 
bilities for diesel-powered generation. One is the heavily 
The other is the 
perfection of diesel engines with fully automatic controls 


increased distribution of natural gas. 


to permit burning oil and gas, simultaneously or singly, 
in any proportion down to a minimum of perhaps 5 
percent oil. 


That post-war recession continues to be pushed 
hack. Originally scheduled for 1946, it was pushed 
hack to early 1947, then the end of this year. Now, 75 
of 100 economists polled recently by the F. W. Dodge 
Corp predict it for next spring. Most electric utility 


forecasters we talk to expect no trouble before 1950. 


SEC's shijt from Philadelphia to Washington has been 
postponed again. The move now is scheduled to start 
January 1, instead of early December. It will take about 


three weeks to complete the transfer. 
o 7 ° 


(Attendance at the recent National Farm Electrifica- 
tion Conference was split between seven groups. 
Utilities, with 82 representatives. made up 26 percent 
ot the attendance. REA and its co-ops, with 67 there, 
represented 21 percent: commercial delegates, includ- 
ing manufacturers, 61, or 20 percent. The others: 
press, 32 for 10 percent: associations, 23 for 7 per- 
cent: educators, 9 for 6 percent; and miscellaneous 
delegates, 28 for 9 percent. 




















Power Curtailment in East 


Caused by Severe Drought 


New York Utilities Appeal to Industrial Consumers to Limit 


Consumption as Hydro Sources Fail—Voltage Reduction also 


Adopted—Maine Public Service Cuts Off Power at Intervals 


Droucut, for years the scourge of West- 
ern farmers, came East last week. 
Scanning the skies for rain were execu- 
tives of electric utilities, not the farmers. 
In two states, New York and Maine, 
hydroelectric operations were greatly re- 
stricted. In no Eastern state was there 
a surplus of hydro power. 

The Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp 
was forced to appeal to its industrial 
consumers to make a 15 percent volun- 
tary cut in power consumption. Over 
much of the Niagara Hudson System, 
voltage was reduced as much as 5 per: 
cent. 

Maine Public Service Co began shut- 
ting off all electric power in Aroostook 
County for one hour in every three. A 
voluntary rationing system had failed, 
according to President L. H. Alline. 
Only a three days’ reserve supply of 
water was on hand. 

Supporting the New York utilities, 
the Public Service Commission an- 
nounced that it was considering restric- 
ting the use of electricity and asked that 
all unnecessary and non-essential uses 








of electricity be eliminated everywhere 
in the upstate area. Early this week 
(Oct 28), the Commission said that it 
felt that the utilities were meeting power 
demands and that no further moves 
were under consideration. 

Buffalo Niagara, whose territory was 
hardest hit, has been running its steam 
stations at full capacity. The trouble is 
the drought in the central and Adiron- 
dack areas of the state has cut hydro 
output. At the other end of the state, 
Consolidated Edison Co has been de- 
voting its efforts to relieving shortages 
in southern New England. 

In Washington, backers of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Power project 
immediately used the situation to prove 
their claims that there is a “serious 
power shortage.” They asserted that the 
St. Lawrence was still 2 ft above normal 
and that the project should be built as 
soon as possible. 

Over most of the affected areas 
showers and light rains were predicted 
by the Weather Bureau. But these, 
utility spokesmen said, would mean 


BOSTON EDISON CO puts third 50,000-kw unit at its Mystic steam plant into 
operation. Left to right, John T. Ward, vice-president and director of electric 
and steam operations; President James V. Toner; Edward N. Gadsby, chairman, 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities; and Robert E. Dillon, vice-president 
and chief engineer of Boston Edison Co 
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nothing. Excessive runoff is needed to 
restore water reserves to normal. 

In Maine, the government was pre. 
pared to use Navy planes to bomb the 
clouds with dry ice in an attempt to 
bring rain. Here the most important 
factor was the stopping of disastrous 
forest fires and the avoidance of others 
(See Page 12). 

A spokesman for Buffalo Niagara 
told ELectricaL Wortp that industries 
in the area were cooperating 100 per. 
cent with the power curtailment pro. 
gram. He said that most had rear. 
ranged their work so as to keep all 
employees on the job. 

Of the 70 companies affected, 28 are 
using 60-cycle and 42 are using 25. 
cycle power. 

A move by the United Automobile 
Workers, CIO, to have Mayor Bernard 
J. Dowd of Buffalo declare a city-wide 
“dim-out” was rejected as unnecessary, 

Other utilities affected by the drought 
in New York state are the New York 
State Electric & Gas Corp, Central 
New York Power Corp, and the New 
York Power & Light Corp. 

These companies followed the lead of 
the Buffalo utility in asking industrials 
to curtail power use. All reported 
equally satisfactory cooperation. 


RMA Set to Blast Video 
Charges of 2 Municipals 


Radio equipment makers are prepar- 
ing a formal blast at two municipal 
electric utilities in Connecticut which 
have imposed service surcharges on 
consumers owning television receiving 
sets. 

A special committee of the Radio 
Manufacturers Association has been 
studying rates of the Norwich Gas & 
Electric Department and the Borough 
Electric Works of Wallingford, it was 
learned this week. Their formal report 
is expected to condemn video sur 
charges as prejudicial to the develop 
ment of television. The committee is 
headed by Dr W. R. G. Baker, vice 
president of the General Electric Co. 

RMA sources reported that the Nor 
wich utility bills each energy consumer 
who has a television set an additional 
$1.26 per month. The Wallingford uti 
ity, they said, charges $2.50 for aly 
part of the first 5 kwhr used for tele 
vision reception. 

The same sources reported that RMA 
executives questioned the Edison Elec 
tric Institute as to whether privately 
owned electric utilities were imposit 
similar charges. No private compat! 
makes such a charge, EEI reported. 
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Voltage Reduction Provides 
Load Relief but Is Unpopular 


Utilities Report 


to PEA Systems 


Operation Committee 


That Benefits Are Mainly Psychological and That Customers 


Complain—Limiting Industrial Power Use More Successful 


Low-WATER CONDITIONS and shortages 
of fuel oil are currently threatening the 
already scant margins of reserve gener- 
ating capacity available to meet fall 
and winter peak loads in the Northeast. 

Voltage reduction, while recognized 
as a necessary load relief measure, is 
becoming increasingly unpopular with 
utility system operators. 

A growing number of companies are 
turning to industry for help in reducing 
system peak loads. Such appeals are 
meeting with favorable 
virtually all cases. 

These observations were drawn from 
formal discussions and corridor conver- 
sations at the fall meeting of the Sys- 
tems Operation Committee of the Penn- 
sylvania Electric Association in Dallas. 
Pa., last week. 

T. C. Montgomery reported that load 
relief through reduction of system volt- 
age and curtailment of company auxili- 
ary loads on the West Penn Electric 
Co system has been very small. It is of 
the order of 11,000 kw or 1.4 percent on 
a system load of 800 mw, about 70 per- 
cent of which is industrial. Of this 
total, 5,000 kw was achieved by voltage 
reduction and 6,000 kw through cur- 
tailment of station auxiliary load and 
reduction of lighting load on company 
properties, he reported. 

Effect of this reduction in system 
load has been largely psychological. 
Montgomery pointed out. “We are giv- 
ing our customers and employees an 
actual demonstration that the power 
company is doing everything possible 
that may help to maintain service.” 
This factor should be given the greatest 
weight in deciding whether the time 
and trouble required to obtain the rela- 
tively small relief is worth while. 

Discussion of the West Penn experi- 
ence drew general agreement that the 
degree of load relief through voltage 
reduction depended on the type of sys- 


the ratio of lighting to motor 
oad, 


response in 


It was reported that the Duquesne 
Light Co no longer dropped voltage but 
sought load relief through cooperation 
of its major industrial customers in the 
Pittsburgh area. Another large eastern 
system, while maintaining that voltage 
relief brings load relief, reported that 
“headaches” from it were “growing 
every day.” Other companies reported 
an increase in customer complaints fol- 
lowing system voltage reduction, and 
at least one said that the lower light 
output of lamps had led commercial 
customers, particularly office buildings, 
to increase lamp sizes. 

Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp was 
disclosed as having asked its industrial 
customers to curtail load between the 





GOOD DRIVERS are the employees 
of the Utah Power & Light Co which 
has just Safety 
Council fleet safety contest with an 


won the National 
accident rate of 0.23 of an accident 
per 100,000 miles. Earl A. Hewitt, 
safety director, shows the prize award 
to Shirl D. Cannon who has driven 
168,000 without an 


miles accident. 


hours of 4 and 8 pm to meet a power 
shortage blamed on the current drought 
in the Adirondack area. This shortage 
was described as general throughout 
the Niagara Hudson system. It was also 
pointed out that the Duquesne Light Co 
has warned its customers that curtail- 
ment of industrial power use may be 
necessary in the Pittsburgh area this 
winter. 

Several discussers stressed the wis- 
dom of informing the public, through 
the press, that power curtailment may 
be necessary this winter in some areas 
where capacity margins are slim. Fail- 
ure to do so sufficiently in advance, they 
pointed out, may intensify adverse 
public reaction should a local shortage 
occur. 

R. C. Schmidt and L. W. Foskett of 
the U. S. Weather Bureau described 
progress toward development of uni- 
form standards for the measurement of 
daylight illumination. Standardization 
of units and installations for measuring 
illumination on an industry-wide basis 
would, they pointed out, help to coordi- 
nate weather forecasts with utility load 
forecasts. Utilities in Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, and New York, working with 
the Weather Bureau, are currently ex- 
perimenting with use of a barrier layer- 
type photo-cell for this purpose. 

The PEA Systems Operation group 
passed a resolution recommending that 
foot-candles on a horizontal plane be 
accepted as the standard of measure- 
ment; that equipment for such meas- 
urement be a standard installation, and 
that PEA work with the Weather 
Bureau, the AIEE, and EEI toward de- 
velopment of an industry-wide standard. 

Perry Peterson, president of Control 
Corp, demonstrated before the commit- 
tee a system for supervisory control of 
remote substations from a single dis- 
patching point. 

A statistical method for determining 
firm or dependable hydro capacity was 
presented by E. S. Loan and C. W. 
Watchorn of Pennsylvania Water & 
Power Co. 


Oil Needed by Seattle 


Winter operations of the municipal 
steam power plant at Seattle have been 
imperiled by failure of the city to re- 
ceive bids on the 147,000 bbl of fuel 
oil required for its capacity output of 
38,000 kw. 
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Returning Congress Will Have 
Power Legislation to Consider 


Committees Expected to Start Early Hearings on Various 
Measures Held over from Last Session—St. Lawrence Bill 
May Reach Senate Vote in January—Other Bills on Agenda 


SEVERAL Congressional committees will 
begin working on legislation 
shortly after the special session con- 
venes November 17. Though President 
Truman requested priority for foreign 
aid and inflation controls, other meas- 
ures—including those of special interest 
to electric utilities—may get concurrent 
consideration. at least. at the committee 


power 


level. 

Initial vote on a power measure is 
expected in the Senate on Senator Van- 
denberg’s bill to authorize construction 
of the St. Lawrence Seaway. The Van- 
denberg Bill was approved (9-4) late 
last summer by the Foreign Relations 
Committee, though no report was made 
by that body. Majority and minority 
reports probably will be filed by year’s 
end. Proponents of the Seaway project 
predict a Senate vote in January. Hear- 
ings on an identical proposal will be 
continued by the House Public Works 
Committee about the same time. 


Appropriations Hearings Set 


Committee work on a few appropria- 
tions bills already has been set for 
December. Both appropriations com- 
mittees will meet soon to map out the 
rest of their calendars. Hearings on all 
money bills, including those for the 
Interior and Agriculture Departments, 
also are likely to be scheduled for 
December. 

Consideration of the Miller Bills. 
amending Parts I and II of the Federal 
Power Act, may be resumed later by a 
House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Subcommittee. Representatives 
of the utility industry and the Federal 
Power Commission are expected to con- 
fer, as directed by the subcommittee, on 
the Miller Bills within a few weeks. 

No immediate action is foreseen on 
the Dondero Bill, which would revise 
Section 5 of the 1944 Flood Control Act. 
As now written, this measure would pro- 
vide for (1) sale of energy from Army 
power projects at the busbar, (2) fixing 
of rates and allocation of costs for such 
power by FPC, (3) limited construc- 
tion of federal transmission lines and 
scaled-down preferences for public 
bodies in obtaining power from Army 


plants. 
The House Public Works Committee 


completed hearings-—15 days of them— 
during the last session. It is expected to 
report out a modified version of the 
original bill eventually. 

Another proposal to redraw federal 
power policy. introduced early last year 
but almost forgotten thereafter, also 
may emerge next year. This is a bill 
prepared by Sen. Elmer Thomas, Okla- 
homa Democrat. It includes most of 
the salient features of the Dondero Bill 
and, in addition, makes FPC responsible 
for sales of all federal energy. Senator 
Thomas hopes to get this measure into 
hearings in the coming session: but 
unless he draws Republican support, he 
is unlikely to succeed. 

The House Appropriations Committee 
is reported to have put its technical 
staff to work on recommendations for 
a “national power policy.” Any 
proposals the staff develops probably 
will be reported to the Appropriations 
group and Legislative (Public Works) 
Committees. 

Rep. Byrnes. Wisconsin Republican. 
plans to seek House committee hearings 
on his bill to exempt from FPC’s ac- 
counting regulations utilities which al- 
ready are keeping their books in accord 


too. 


Hi 
{ 
i 


o 


with state commission requirements. 

Further action on proposals to permit 
industry construction and operation of 
the power plants at federal hydroelec. 
tric projects apparently will await dis. 
posal of a key case by the courts, 
Savannah River Electric Co., a subsidi- 
ary of Georgia Power Co, is appealing 
FPC’s order dismissing its application 
to construct the Army’s Clark Hill reser. 
voir and power plant. This issue will 
be a lively one, regardless of the court 
decision, since a number of power com- 
panies are planning bids to build such 
plants. 


FPC Reports Year-High 
in Utility Peak Loads 


The aggregate of major electric util- 
ity system peak loads for August was 
43.057,487 kw, according to figures re- 
leased by the Federal Power Commis- 
sion. This was the highest total reached 
during any month this year, exceeding 
the previous record set in January by 
0.5 percent. The August peak loads 
were about 4.703.000 kw, or 12.3 per- 
cent higher than August of last year 
and 833.000 kw above the July, 1947. 
total. A war-time maximum of 38,252,- 
630 kw was reached in January, 1945, 
and the record high of 43.173.808 kw in 
December. 1946. 

Corresponding energy requirements 
for August reached a record 21,393,- 
348,000 kwhr, an increase of 10.7 per- 
cent over August of last year. The pre- 
vious record of 21,251,040.000 kwhr was 
made in January. 1947. 


% 





35.000 KILOWATTS more become available on the Potomac Edison Co system 4 
President R. Paul Smith opens the throttle at the Williamsport (Md.) plant of the 
company. In the background are company executives 
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UWU Trying Board Member 


for Spurning Anti-Red Oath 


Conviction Will Remove Him from Office—Union Will Abide 
by Taft Act as It Needs NLRB Facilities—Haywood Quits 


as Adviser—Buffalo 


A WEST COAST MEMBER of the Utility 
Workers Union, CIO, Executive Board 
who refused to sign a non-Communist 
affidavit was put on trial by the union 
this week as it hurried to beat the 
October 31 deadline for qualifying 
under the Taft-Hartley Act. At the same 
time, Allan S. Haywood, CIO vice- 
president, resigned from his position as 
adviser to UWU so as not to bar the 
union’s ability to qualify for use of 
National Labor Relations Board facili- 
ties. Haywood is not opposed to signing 
but did not think he could get CIO 
clearance before the deadline. Failure 
of UWU to qualify would jeopardize 
some 30 cases it has pending before 
NLRB. 

James Daugherty of Los Angeles was 
the only one of the four officers and 
eight executive board members who 
declined to go along with the decision 
of the second annual convention in Buf- 
falo last weekend to comply with the 
afidavit and registration provisions of 
the new labor law. The convention, in a 
resolution, decided that compliance was 
necessary because “it is absolutely 
essential to the continued existence and 
expansion” of the union to make use of 
NLRB “despite our unqualified dis- 
approval of the Act and its machina- 
tions.” 


Provision Binds All Officers 


The 300 delegates made the affidavit 
Provision binding on all officers and 
executive board members. Refusal to 
comply would disqualify the 
from continuing in office or being em- 
ployed hy the union. 

General Counsel Robert N. Denham 
of NLRB requires affidavits from all 
‘oflicers” of a union as defined by its 
constitution. The UWU constitution lists 
as officers the president. secretary- 
treasurer. two vice-presidents, eight ex- 


person 


ecutive hoard members. and the adviser. 
p Daugherty, a former employee of the 
Southern California Gas Co. contended 
he was under instructions by the union 
members in his region. No. 5. not to 
sign the non-Communist affidavit and 
that he could not do so unless released 
by the members. He also said he con- 
sidered the requirement unconstitutional 
and against his “convictions.” 
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Convention Favors Cross-Board Raises 


2,995 Unions File 


The’ International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers and 
114 of its local unions have 
registered with the Department 
of Labor, according to an an- 
nouncement by Secretary of 
Labor Schwellenbach. 


Up to October 23, 
unions had filed organizational 
required 
by the Taft-Hartley law. There 
AFL 
unions and 2,034 locals, six CIO 


internationals and 130 


2,995 
and financial reports 


were 56 international 
loeals, 
and 769 independent unions. 


Charges against Daugherty were pre- 
ferred by Vice-President Harold J. 
Straub of Washington, also director of 
organization, Vice-President William R. 
Munger of Cleveland, and Executive 
Board members Patrick McGrath of 
New York and Reginald Brown of Pitts- 
burgh. They were heard by the other 
Executive Board members who are 
President Joseph A. Fisher. Secretary- 
Treasurer William J. Pachler. and 
Board members Irvin Koons, Garland 
Sanders. Edward Marsine. Martin 
O'Dell. and Edward Shedlock. The 
eight hoard members are elected 
by convention delegates. five by regions 
and three at large. No elections were 
held this year. 

The convention also defeated an at- 
tempt of the West Coast delegation to 
modify the refusal to admit 
Communists, Fascists. Nazis, or mem- 
hers of any other subversive political 
organization. It rejected a 
Constitutional Committee minority re- 
port submitted by L. R. Watterman of 
Los Angeles, which would have specified 
that membership would not be limited 
by “political affiliation.” The consti- 
tution speaks only of “race. creed. color. 


union’s 


party or 


sex. or national origin.” 

Watterman argued that it was not 
his intention to alter the non-Communist 
clause. Rather, he said. his proposal 
was “to take care of a special situation 
in California.” 





“There,” he said, “a new party is be- 
ing formed—the Independent Progres- 
sive party—which is expected to draw a 
heavy labor vote.” 

Watterman also suggested changing 
the constitution so as to deny member- 
ship to persons belonging to organiza- 
tions which have been “outlawed.” 

\ preference for across-the-board 
wage increases in cents per hour, rather 
than percentage increases, was indi- 
cated by the convention in a resolution 
recommending that flat cents-per-hour 
increases be obtained wherever possible. 

Other resolutions endorsed the Mar- 
shall plan, opposed a third political 
party, condemned the Taft-Hartley Act 
and anti-utility strike legislation in the 
states, and protested against the rising 
cost of living. 


Arkansas Cities Granted 
Revenue Bond Approval 


\rkansas cities and towns have the 
legal right to purchase electric systems 
and to issue bonds payable solely out of 
revenue to pay. for them, Chancellor 
\. L. Hutchins of Marianna, Ark.. has 
ruled. 

The litigation created state-wide in- 
terest because while the Arkansas leg- 
islature has authorized municipalities 
to acquire waterworks, airports, hos- 
pitals and sewer systems through issu- 
ance of revenue bonds, it has not 
granted expressed authority for issu- 
ance of revenue bonds for purchase of 
electric systems. Such purchases here- 
tofore have been made through use of 
taxes levied against the real and per- 
sonal property of a municipality. 

Chancellor Hutchins in his written 
opinion stated: 

“It is a well-established principle of 
law that an Arkansas municipality has 
only such powers as are expressly con- 
ferred upon them by the constitution 
and statutes of Arkansas. together with 
such implied powers as are necessary to 
carry out and perform the expressed 
powers. It must be conceded that a 
municipality in Arkansas has the ex- 
press power to acquire an electric dis- 
tribution system within the munici- 
pality. The express power to purchase 
carries with it the necessary implied 
power to pay for the purchase.” 

The decision was in the case of Ger- 
rard vs Mann, et al. in which a tax- 
payers’ suit was brought to restrain the 
mayor and city council of Marianna’ 
from proceeding with the expenditure 
of public funds to pay for the cost of a 
hearing to determine whether the vot- 
ers desired to purchase the Marianna 
electric system. now owned and served 
by Arkansas Power & Light Co. 





Utilities Escape Serious 
Damage from Maine Fires 


Report Great Loss of Distribution 
Facilities Good Housekeeping 
Protects Plants and Substations 


Maine’s electric utilities serving the 
territory through which forest fires were 
still sweeping early this week escaped 
serious damage. No generating plant or 
substation was destroyed. But distribu- 
tion facilities in most areas went down 
with the homes they served, and the 
fire spared the homes of utility com- 
pany personnel no more than those of 
other residents. 

A strong factor contributing to the 
small damage to utility property was 
the good housekeeping practiced by the 
utilities. Rights-of-way for transmis- 
sion lines have been kept free of trees 
and brush as has been the land sur- 
rounding substations and power plants. 

Bangor Hydro-Electric Co lost con- 
siderable overhead line material at Bar 
Harbor and on Mt. Desert Island. The 
6,000-kva main substation at Bar Harbor 
escaped the flames which came within 
200 yards. The 33-kv pole line between 
Jonesboro and Machias in Washington 
County were destroyed, but 1,500 kva 
in generating facilities served easterly 
sections effectively. 

Line crews worked with little rest to 
maintain service on the high-voltage 
circuits of the company feeding load 
centers. By Saturday night (Oct 25), 
transmission facilities east of Ellsworth 
were well back to normal. In some cases 
it was necessary to wet down switch 
houses to preserve them. Rural lines in 
isolated areas suffered much damage. 

Though Wyman hydroelectric station 
near Bingham was threatened at one 
time, Central Maine Power Co plants 
and substations were undamaged. High- 
tension steel tower lines escaped ma- 
terial damage; so 110-kv service was 
maintained steadily. In the Biddeford- 
Kennebunkport area and along the 
ocean front many cottages were de- 
stroyed, but service to the area was 
maintained. 

William J. Neal, deputy administrator 
of the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion, told ELEctricaL Wortp that no co- 
operatives suffered any property dam- 
age though several were threatened. 


Tunnels not Taxable 


Tunnels constructed in connection 
with hydroelectric projects are not im- 
provements within the meaning of the 
Canadian Taxation Act. This was the 
ruling of the Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, Supreme Court in a suit of the pro- 
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THESE MEMBERS of the Electric League of Western Pennsylvania were in charge 
of the recent industrial electric heating exhibit and conference. 


Seated, left 


to right, are F. B. Mahon, vice-chairman of the general committee; A. F. Ayers, 
committee chairman; Paul L. Heath, League manager; and George Duerr, chair- 


man of the Industrial Section of the League. 


Standing are T. G. Hodgdon, Jr, 


chairman of the program subcommittee, and P. L. Whitney, chairman of the 


publicity subcommittee 


vincial assessor to collect taxes from 
three utilities on tunnels costing about 
$1,900,000. The assessor has appealed 
the decision to the Court of Appeals. 


Central Arizona L&P Co 
Acquires Parker Electric 


Purchase of the Parker Electric Sup- 
ply Co by the Central Arizona Light 
& Power Co has been completed as a 
part of CALAPCO’s $250,000 expan- 
sion program across northern Yuma 
County. Parker is on the Colorado River 
and 175 miles from its Phoenix head- 
quarters. Purchase price was not dis- 
closed. 

Power for the Parker system will not 
originate in Phoenix but will be pur- 
chased from the U. S. Indian Service, 
L. K. Doutrick, vice-president, reported. 

However, completion of negotiations 
between the utility and the Indian Serv- 
ice for a construction of electric lines 
across the Colorado River Indian Reser- 
vation surrounding Parker will result in 
a connection of the Parker utility with 
lines in Maricopa County where 
CALAPCO’s main generating plants are 
located. 

The purchase of the Parker system 
was made from Joe and Nellie Bush 
who installed a generator in 1917 to 
serve their hotel. From the hotel they 
strung lines for the convenience of 
neighbors. 


November 1, 1947 @ ELECTRICAL WORLD? 





West Penn League Holds 
Ist Conference of Series 


First of a series of four one-day in- 
dustrial electrical equipment confer- 
ences and exhibits sponsored by the 
industrial section of the Electric League 
of Western Pennsylvania was held in 
Pittsburgh, October 13. This premier 
conference, which was devoted to the 
application of industrial electric heat- 
ing apparatus, attracted 450 industrial: 
ists from the Pittsburgh area. Indue- 
tion, infrared, and resistance heating 
equipment for industrial use was ex 
hibited by some ten different manv- 
facturers. 

The program of conference-exhibits 
which will be conducted by the Wester 
Pennsylvania League over the next 
twelve months is intended to acquaint 
industrial leaders of the Pittsburgh 
area with industrial electrical equip 
ment now available to increase produc: 
tion and cut costs. 

In addition to the electric heating 
conference just held, future conferences 
are scheduled for March and January 
on lighting and material handling. A 
fourth conference will be held in May 
but the subject has not yet been & 
signed. 

The Electric League of Westem 
Pennsylvania is an organization of ele 
trical manufacturers, contractors, 
wholesalers, and utilities in Pennsy!: 
vania west of Altoona devoted to a 
vancement of the electric art. 
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Duquesne Union Asks Raise 
as Cost of Living Increases 


Mueller Declines to Divulge Exact Demands—Increase Equal 
to That of BLS Index Likely Request—Negotiations Will 
Test Theory That Wages Should Be Tied to Living Costs 


PirrsBURGH’S cost of living index off- 
cially went past 163 last week (Oct 24), 
and President George Mueller, of the 
Independent union representing em- 
ployees of the Duquesne Light Co, off- 
cially asked for a raise. 

Mueller declined to divulge precisely 
how much the union would ask. But it 
was apparent that the request would be 
nothing less than the amount by which 
the cost of living can be proved to have 
increased over the base figure of 153. 
This base figure was stipulated in an 
arbitration award made earlier this 
year. The award permitted the re-open- 
ing of the contract—for a wage cut or 
boost—if the U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics found the cost of living in 
Pittsburgh rose or fell more than 10 
points from the 153-point base figure. 
On August 15, BLS reported last week. 
it stood at 164.9 for Pittsburgh. 

Duquesne, Mueller told ELectRIcAL 
WorLp, announced that it would meet 
the union’s negotiators by November 3. 


Testing an Old Theory 


Whatever wage settlement finally may 
be negotiated, this chapter of the con- 
tinuing Pittsburgh story should throw 
much light on a theory which has long 
been advanced by some labor experts. 
That is the theory that wages should be 
tied, particularly in unsettled times, 
more or less closely to the cost of liv- 
ing. This has been done in Pittsburgh 
under last spring’s arbitration award. 
Now. Duquesne and its independent 
union are about to furnish some data 
on the experiment. 

One of the first issues which seems 
bound to arise is this: In raising wages 
to meet a raised cost of living, what is 
the cut-off date? Will it be the date for 
Which the latest official information is 
available—in this case, August 15—or 
should it be a later date, assuming that 
the cost of living has continued to rise 
after the latest official date? 

Another knotty question which might 
arise is this: How long may such nego- 
lations, aimed at bringing wages and 
cost of living into line, continue with- 
out settlement? If such negotiations 
stretched out for ‘some time, a union 
might be accused of prolonging them to 
teap the fullest possible benefits, par- 


ticularly if both parties agreed to ac- 
cept data on living costs later than the 
last BLS date. Conversely, management 
might be accused of stalling in the hopes 
of a decline in living costs which might 
lower its obligation. The last possibility 
seems remote in the Pittsburgh situation 
since no one has yet predicted a decline 
in living costs. 

A third problem on which the Pitts- 
burgh negotiations might shed some 
light is this: For how long is a wage 
increase—or decrease—made under 
these circumstances binding? The cost 
of living has risen steadily for years. 
The Pittsburgh arbitration award is 
silent regarding any second re-opening 
of the wage contract based upon living 
cost increases. Will this negotiation set 
a new re-opening date? 

Still another problem is this: In the 
absence of anything specific in the ar- 
bitration agreement, may a union seek 
a wage increase under these circum- 
stances which is greater than the prov- 
able cost of living increase? In view 
of the continuing nature of living cost 
increases over the last few years, a union 
might be expected to argue that more 
increase is inevitable. On that basis, 
it might ask more than the indicated 
wage increase to insure that its new 
wage scale will not immediately fall be- 
hind the living cost index once again. 


Utility Operating Revenues 
Rose 10.5% in August 


Electric operating revenues of the 
larger privately owned electric utilities 
in the United States in August, 1947, 
totaled $303,673,000, compared with 
$274,793,000 in August, 1946, an in- 
crease of 10.5 percent, the Federal 
Power Commission reports. 

Revenue deductions (including op- 
erating expenses, depreciation and 
taxes) were $246,219,000 or 15.4 per- 
cent over those of August, 1946. 

Gross income, including other utility 
operating income, amounted to $62,- 
098,000, a decrease of 6.1 percent for 
the month. Net income for the month 
was down 7.6 percent to $42,952,000 
from $46,506,000 in August 1946. 
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Planning of Minute Details 
Means Quicker Repairs 


Difficulties in Handling Chlorine 
for Treating Circulating Water 
Reported at PEA Group Meeting 


Ways to achieve the quickest repairs 
and overhauls in power plants in the 
face of the rising loads were discussed. 
along with various operating problems, 
at the Philadelphia meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association’s 
Prime Movers Committee on October 
23 and 24. Thorough preparation in 
minute detail was deemed paramount 
to avoidance of delays but there was 
less agreement on eight, ten or twelve 
hours of maintenance-crew turns. One 
company reported success in doing over 
weekends jobs that use to take three or 
four days. Another said that availabil- 
ity of an adequate staff of certified 
welders is a factor in speedy execution 
of repairs. 

Difficulties in handling the chlorine 
for treatment of circulating water were 
reported. Those associated with tem- 
perature and condensation or evapora- 
tion seemed to be solved best by using 
heat or intermediate tempering tanks to 
compensate for the temperature differ- 
entials. Dependence on scales was sug- 
gested as the answer to warning of 
emptied tanks. Provision of emergency 
kits and gas masks was reported but it 
was admitted that the latter are not 
used in routine operations. 


Creep Measurement Difficult 


Consensus was that there is no con- 
venient or positive way of measuring 
the accumulated creep of piping, most 
methods reported having led to incon- 
clusive results. One comment was that 
creep at the turbine steam-chest is 
more important to watch for than the 
creep of piping. 

Pitting of Monel gaskets of boiler 
handhole caps was reported by several 
members. happening even prior to 
applying acid washing. Some found 
stainless-steel-clad asbestos satisfactory 
(others had bad performance) ; search 
is being made for a softer gradeggf 
stainless. Solid copper gaskets have 
given good results where sulfite and 
phosphate water treatment induces an 
inhibitive coating on the metal. 

Cleanliness of the bunker-room floor 
in one exemplary plant was attributed 
to the enclosure of the belts and the 
maintenance of a negative pressure in 
the room by means of a fan and a cy- 
clone separator, in one instance inter- 
locked with the coal-handling equip- 
ment. 

Explosion of a _ hydrogen-pressure 
gage was attributed to ignition at the 
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internal contact-breaking points of the 
alarm. One remedy suggested was the 
use of a pressure switch with external 
contacts. 

A recently produced film showing the 
functioning principles and manufacture 
of Yarnell-Waring equipment was pre- 
sented. The closing session was devoted 
to an inspection of neighboring power 
plants. 


NLRB Finds Co-op Unit 
too Small for Recognition 


The National Labor Relations Board 
has decided that the operations of the 
French Broad Electric Membership 
Corporation, a cooperative electric 
power utility serving subscribers in 
North Carolina and Tennessee, are too 
small and too closely related between 
the company’s three offices to warrant 
establishment of a collective bargaining 
unit for main plant employees only. 

Accordingly, NLRB denied as inap- 
propriate a bargaining unit requested 
by the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, AFL, covering 20 
inside and outside workers at Marshall, 
N. C., where the company maintains its 
principal office. In the same category 
are 19 employees at Burnsville, only 23 
miles away, and two employees at 
Bakersville, 35 miles distant. A fourth 
North Carolina office is contemplated at 
Mars Hill. 

The Board took into consideration 
the small size of operations, the system- 
wide supervision of operational em- 
ployees, and the similarity of hours, 
wages. working conditions and em- 
ployees’ privileges at all offices. Thus. 
this rule probably would not apply to 
large utility operations extending over 
wide areas. 

IBEW failed in June, 1946, to win 
bargaining rights on a_ system-wide 
basis when a cross-check of union cards 
against the payroll showed that the 
union lacked a majority. 


Dallas Utility Will Install 
6 Diesels to Meet Peaks 


Dallas Power & Light Co will install 
six 1,000-kw diesel generator sets at its 
Griffin Street plant at Dallas to help 
meet next summer’s peak. A 60,000-kw 
turbo-generator will also be installed, 
but it cannot go into operation until 
1949, 

Other improvements to be made at 
the plant include installation of a boiler 
and cooling water facilities which are 
designed to increase output of the 
present generators by 8,500 kw. 
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Material and Wage Raises 
to Be Felt More and More 


“The full effect of the increase in 
wages and materials was not reflected in 
the 1946 operations but will be felt 
more and more as time goes on,” E, C. 
Brenner. president of the Wisconsin 
Utilities Association, stated at the re- 
cent Lake Delton meeting of the Asso- 
ciation’s accounting section. 

Pointing out that additional facilities 
to be built in the next five years will 
increase plant values by 30 to 40 per- 
cent he said that this will necessitate 
considerable financing. “Although the 
financing may be done at relatively low 
interest rates, actually increased eff- 
ciency must of necessity be the keynote 
of the successful utilization of the new 
facilities if costs are to be held within 
bounds.” 

As an example. Brenner explained 
that a $4,000,000 plant of today may be 
replacing an old $2.500,000 installation. 
Carrying charges on the old plant, in- 
cluding interest at 6 percent, may have 
amounted to 12 percent or $300,000. On 
the new plant with interest at 3 percent 
carrying charges may be only 9 percent, 
but that is $360,000. This extra $60,000 
in carrying charges must be made up 
in operating costs. Unless more eco- 
nomical use can be made of facilities, 
rate increases will be a necessity. 

L. M. LaPorte. controller of the Wis- 
consin Electric Power Co. was elected 
section chairman. and R. F, Stumpf, 
secretary and assistant treasurer of the 
Madison Gas & Electric Co. was elected 
vice-chairman. 


New Hawaiian Plant 


Hawaiian Electric Co. Honolulu, 
T. H,. has increased its capacity to 157,- 
500 kw by the completion of a 62,500- 
kw plant at Waiau. Oahu. on the banks 
of Pearl Harbor. 





MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


Conference — Edgewater 
November 3-5. 


National Electronics 
Beach Hotel, Chicago 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Mid- 
west General Meeting Congress Hotel, 
Chicago, November 3-7. 


International Lighting Exposition and Conference 
—Stevens Hotel, Chicago, November 3-7. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association — Communica- 
tions Committee, Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, November 13-14. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—An- 
nual Meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall Hotel, 
Atlantic City, December 1-5. 
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SEC RULINGS 





SoutTHERN Utan Power Co—Wasuine- 
ton Gas & Exectric Co joint application 
for authority to recapitalize the subsidiary 
(Southern Utah) has been approved. Under 
the program, Southern Utah will amend its 
articles of incorporation so as to authorize 
4,400 shares of $100 par value, 44 percent 
cumulative preferred stock and 82,000 
shares of no par value common stock. These 
shares will replace the presently author- 
ized 4,500 shares of $100 par value 7 per- 
cent prior preference stock, 600 shares of 
no par value $5 preferred stock and 7,500 
shares of $100 par value common stock, 
The 312} shares of $5 preferred stock held 
by the public will be called for redemption 
at liquidation value of $100 a share plus 
accrued dividends, amounting to $33.75 a 
share as of last June 30. Washington Gas 
& Electric, as the only other stockholder of 
Southern Utah, will surrender the balance 
of the subsidiary’s outstanding stock, con- 
sisting of 3,000 shares of 7 percent prior 
preference stock, 41 shares of $5 preferred 
and 4,750 shares of common, and will waive 
all accrued dividends on both classes of 
preferred. Ultimately, Washington Gas & 
Electric will receive in exchange 62,910 
shares of the new no par value common 
stock. (Release No. 7756). 


Dersy Gas & Exvecrric Corp’s applica- 
tion, filed jointly with that of three of its 
subsidiaries, has been approved. The peti- 
tion provided for the new issue and sale by 
Derby of new debentures and additional 
shares of its common stock, the retirement 
of its presently outstanding debentures and 
certain intercompany financing in connec- 
tion with the construction programs of the 
subsidiaries. Approval of the joint appli- 
cation authorizes Derby to issue and sell 
to Equitable Life Assurance Society of the 
United States $5,031,000 principal amount 
of new 3 percent collateral trust deben- 
tures, due 1957, in exchange for $4,231, 
000 aggregate principal amount of its out- 
standing debentures, due 1954, and 2} per 
cent debentures due 1956, now held by 
Equitable, and the payment by Equitable of 
$812,015 in cash. Derby will issue to Its 
common stockholders warrants to subscribe 
to one additional share of such stock for 
each five shares held up to a maximum of 
43,610 new shares and will make cash ad- 
vances to subsidiaries in an aggregate 
amount of $525,000. These advances will be 
evidenced by demand notes to Derby, and 
will ultimatelv be exchanged for their com- 


mon stocks. (Release No. 7770). 


West Texas Uriities Co’s proposal to 
invest $341,020 of the $2,135,000 received 
for certain of its electric, ice and water 
properties in the construction of additions 
to its integrated electric utility system has 
been approved. (Release No. 7794). 


Co-op Sells Lines to Co-op 


The South Central Arkansas Elec: 
tric Cooperative, Inc, Arkadelphia, 
Ark., has purchased 55 miles of rural 
electric lines in Pike County from the 
Southwest Arkansas Electric Cooper® 
tive, Texarkana, for $55,000. 
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More Money Every Year 
New Goal of Reclamation 








The Bureau of Reclamation appar- 
ently has adopted the old military the- 
ory that “the best defense is a strong 
offense.” In the face of mounting Con- 
gressional criticism of its spending and 
other policies, the agency is planning 
one of its most ambitious legislative 
campaigns. 








This program was revealed last week 
(Oct 30) by Reclamation Commissioner 
Michael W. Straus at the annual con- 
vention of the National Reclamation 
Association in Phoenix. 

Straus first indicated that he would 
ask Congress to put the Bureau’s “long- 
range program” of construction on a 
“frm hase.” This would require, 
he estimated, appropriations averaging 
“some $300 millions per year” for the 
next six years. He pointed out that 
Congress last summer appropriated 
about $100,000,000 in new money for 
Reclamation which, with holdover 
lunds, gave the bureau a $200,000,000 
Program for the current fiscal year. 

In addition, Straus asserted that the 
Bureau would actively seek: 

L Enactment of the “new” Rockwell 
bill, easing repayment of the federal 
























1946 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ November 1, 1947 


td 

hd 
el 
_ iM 


ah eta ol tt ee 


a 


e F M A M J 


investment in Reclamation projects. 

2. Legislation increasing from 40 to 
70 years the time limit within which 
irrigators must pay for federal water. 

3. Decisive defeat of the Downey Bill 
and other measures which would set 
aside the 160-acre limitation for farms 
receiving federal irrigation assistance. 


Tracy on AFL Board 


Danie] W. Tracy, president of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, was elected the thirteenth 
member of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor at the 
recent Federation convention in San 
Francisco. He succeeded John L. Lewis 
of the Mine Workers who refused to 
run. 


Bernard F. Weadock Dies 


Bernard F. Weadock. formerly vice- 
president and managing director of the 
Edison Electric Institute and counsel for 
electric utilities in the investigation by 
the Federal Trade Commission, died at 
Ojai. Calif... on October 26 after an 
illness of many months. 
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Output Turns Upward 


The electric output curve turned up- 
ward during the week ended October 25, 
1947, according to Edison Electric In- 
stitute figures. The amount of electrical 
energy distributed by the light and 
power companies totaled 4,963,816,000 
kwhr, comparing with 4,.946,090,000 
kwhr during the preceding week. During 
the week ended October 26, 1946, the 
amount of electrical energy distributed 
was 4,601,767,000 kwhr, this year’s fig- 
ure representing an increase of 7.9 per- 
cent, the smallest for any week this year. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1947 1946 1945 


Oct. 25 4,964 Oct. 26 4,602 Oct. 27 3,937 
Oct. 18 4,946 Oct. 19 4,540 Oct. 20 3,915 
Oct. ll 4,958 Oct. 12 4,495 Oct. 13 3,934 
Oct. 4 4,935 Oct. 5 4,478 Oct. 6 4,028 
Sept. 27 4,956 Sept. 28 4,518 Sept. 29 4,039 
Sept. 20 4,977 Sept. 21 4,507 Sept. 22 4,019 
Sept. 13 5,053 Sept. 14 4,521 Sept. 15 4,106 
Sept. 6 4,721 Sept. 7 4,184 Sept. 8 3,909 
Aug. 30 4,940 Aug. 31 4,404 Sept. 1 4,137 
Aug. 23 4,953 Aug. 24 4,444 Aug. 25 4,116 


Percent Change from Previous Year 









Oct. 25 Oct. 18 Oct. 11 

New England +- 8.7 + 6.1 + 9.3 
Mid-Atlantic + 6.5 + 6.6 + 6.3 
Central Industrial + 8.6 +11.7 +13.6 
West Central ........ +-10.8 + 9.2 +12.3 
Southern States ...... + 9.0 +10.1 + 9.7 
Rocky Mountain ..... + 9.8 + 9.6 +14.4 
Pacific Coast ......... +- 4.4 + 5.5 + 84 
Total United States. + 7.9 9.0 +10.3 
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NLRB Rulings Set Policy 
on Pre-Aug 22 Complaints 


The Pioneer Electric Co, Los Angeles, 
manufacturer of electric refrigerators 
and gas appliances, has been ordered 
by the National Labor Relations Board 
te reinstate a member of an unqualified 
union, the United Steelworkers, CIO, in 
a policy-making decision under the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

In two cases, NLRB announced a 
policy regarding the handling of unfair 
labor practice cases in which a com- 
plaint had been issued against an em- 
ployer before August 22, effective date 
of the new law, although the Board 
itself had not reached a decision. This 
is what NLRB said: 

1. It has power to decide cases await- 
ing decision on August 22 even though 
the union involved has not met the Taft- 
Hartley requirements of registration 
with the Department of Labor and the 
filing of non-Communist affidavits by 
union officers. 

2. Where the unfair labor practice 
involves an employer’s refusal to bar- 
gain, NLRB will condition an order to 
bargain upon the union’s compliance 
with the law within 30 days. Otherwise, 
the order will have no effect. 

In accordance with this policy, NLRB 
directed Marshall & Bruce Co, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., to bargain with the Na- 
tional Brotherhood of Bookbinders 
Local 83, AFL, “if and when” the union 
complies with the law within 30 days. 

A majority of the Board contended 
that it would not be effectuating the 
purposes of the Taft-Hartley law if it 
required an employer to bargain in the 
future with a union which the Board 
lacks authority to certify. 

This decision follows an earlier one 
in which NLRB said it would not re- 
quire an employer to bargain with a 
union of foremen because they are no 
longer required to do so under the new 
law. That case involved Westinghouse 
Electric Corp. 

The situation was considered differ- 
ent in the Pioneer Electric case, where 
the company was alleged to have ques- 
tioned employees as to their union affili- 
ation, induced them to withdraw from 
the CIO and join the AFL instead, and 
discharged one employee for union ac- 
tivity. A complaint was issued against 
the company in August, 1946. 

NLRB unanimously directed Pioneer 
Electric to reinstate the discharged 


worker with back pay and to cease dis- 
couraging membership in the CIO Steel- 
workers Union. 

There are approximately 225 unfair 
labor practice cases pending which were 
heard before August 22 and are await- 
ing decision. 
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Changes in Capacity Reported to Federal Power Commission 


Plant Additions During August 






Utility Plant Fuel Capacity (Kw) 
Southern California Edison Co............00000: Long Beach Ss 25,000 
Idaho Falls Electric Light Dept................. Idaho Falls Ic 1,000 
Public Service Co of Colorado.................4. Alamosa Ss 5,000 
Se MN PUIEE FADS cic cceas cccccscoteesece Elko, Nev. Ic 1,000 
ed ee Riverside s 35,000 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co................ -+++ Horseshoe Lake s 12,500 
Public Service Co of Oklahoma................. Tulsa Ss 30,000 
Teague Light & Pewer Dept.......cccccsececce ++ Teague, Tex. Ic 392 
Clay Electric Cooperative Assn................6+ Keystone Heights, Fla. Ic 2,000 
Le Sueur Electric Light Dept...............e00. Le Sueur, Minn. Ic 1,050 
CROCE SONNE TONING xv 05:50 c6eneeescesesvese -» Lincoln, Kan. Ic 300 
CSR. WE Oe GI PR ic vcr ticccccccucecess Colby, Kan. Ic 900 
ilimeis Rural Hlectric Co... ...ccccssccccsccvecs Winchester Ic 1,000 
SUONONIEN GENIE 0.6656 s de dccewenetodeentnesne Heyworth, Ill. Ic 150 
DE DUE, ch incscaccsdbsacsCaeadsonteds Havana s 46,000 
Western Michigan Electric Co-op........ Scottville, Mich, Ic 1,100 
Michigan Public Service Co............+. Cheboygan 2 Ic 1,000 
Presque Isle County Electric Co-op........ eeeee Tower, Mich Ic 160 
Wisconsin Public Service Co..........cccceccecs Bayside Ss 30,000 
PO NID vedo snc cubes sone bee snepenese Fennimore, Wis. Ic 400 
bok I Wellsboro, Pa. s 3,500 
Philadelphia Electric Co............-see00e «+++» Southwark s 150,000 
Plant Retirements During August 
South Carolina Public Service Co...........0++. Conway s 1,800 
South Carolina Public Service Co...........+++: Myrtle Beach Ic 292 
Heldrege Manicipal Light... ..cccccccrcecccsesece Holdrege, Neb. s 240 
Cote Wakes B LAG FEM. occ icctccscccvvsceses Colby, Kan. Ic 144 
NEI SDs 6c dis ce rcebessscnstevatos Wellsboro, Pa. s 600 
Hartford Electric Light, Co.......ccsccscseccccses South Meadow Ss 16,000 
Late Reports of Plant Additions During July 
New Orleans Public Service Co...........-.e000. Industrial Canal Ss 37,500 
Vermillion Municipal Light Dept................ Vermi'lion, S. D. Ic 900 
ea BAe DB Week Gen ois sc cccvice cctvccvce Bluffton, Ind. Ic 2,000 
Central Power &@ Light Co.......cccccessseseses San Benito, Tex. s 20,000 
Late Reports of Plant Retirements During July 
Public Service Co of Colorado.............+..005 Lacombe s 3,008 


H—Hydro; 1C—Internal Combustion; S—Steam. 


United States capacity as of September 1—Steam 35,023,225 kw, Hydro 14,845,620 kw, Internal Combustion 





July Electric Energy Sales 
Advanced 10.9 Percent 


Sales of electric energy to ultimate 
customers in July, 1947, totaled 17,- 
307,950,000 kwhr, compared with 15,- 
607.960,000 kwhr in July, 1946, an in- 
crease of 10.9 percent, the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute reports. 

Revenues from ultimate customers 
amounted to $305,854,600, compared 
with $279,769,300 in July, 1946, an in- 
crease of 9.3 percent. 

For the twelve months ended July 
31, 1947, the average use per customer 
advanced to 1,392 kwhr from 1,295 
kwhr for the preceding year, an in- 
crease of 7.5 percent; the average an- 





Classification of Sales, July, 1947 


Kilowatthour 





July 1947 1946 Change 
Sales Million Kwhr % 
Residen‘ial or domestic... 3,307 2,883 +14.7 
Rural (Distinct rural rates) 606 470 +29.0 
Commercial or industrial 
Small light & power.... 3,123 2,718 +14.9 
Large light & power.... 9,068 8,309 + 9.1 
Street & highway lighting... 160 154 + 3.8 
Other public authorities.. 459 464 — 1,1 
Railways & railroads 
Street & interurban..... 330 345 — 4.6 
Electrified steam railroads 209 213 — 18 
Interdepartmental ........ 45 52 —12.6 
Total to ult. customers. 17,308 15,608 10.9 





nual bill to $43.57 from $42.61, an 
increase of 2.3 percent; revenue per 
kwhr dropped to 3.13 cents from 3.29 
cents, a decrease of 4.9 percent. 


Canadian Output Continues 
to Establish New Records 


August was the 16th successive 
month that production of energy by 
Canadian central electric stations ex 
ceeded that of the corresponding month 
a year previous. August production of 
3,641,476,000 kwhr was not only higher 
than the 3,439,934,000 kwhr of August. 
1946, but was also the highest August 
output ever recorded. The production 
each month of 1947 has set a record for 
that month. 

The following statistics are in thous 
ands of kilowatthours: 


Period 1947 1946 
NG INES os xs cisesce 30,255,887 27,548.98 
PREMATY 2. .cccccccccees 25,396,784 21,1090m 
CNT i o.c5.6cccanses 4,859,103 6,409" 
Exports to U.S......... 1,537,915 1,783,2! 
BINS asin He Veresice cee 3,641,476 3439.90 
PEE ds ccc cecanncex 3,168,385 2h 
MUOUINNEY. ecesusessues 473,091 we 
Exports to U.S......... 250,215 232,48. 
esr caneecisncahe 3,750,881 3422.58 
NI 5s a-0va6: diay. uasie ob. 3,189,569 oy 
Secomdary .....0-000. 561,312 ee 
Exports to U.S....... 217,171 zol,oee 
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PILOT PLANT area devoted to experimental production of Transite pipe in the 
new research center of the Johns-Manville Corp at Manville, N. J. Here also 
‘the pipe is subjected to heat and pressure tests which cannot be made in the 


limited confines of a laboratory 


Johns-Manville Dedicates 
Research Center Building 


First large laboratory and pilot plant 
building of a five-building research 
center near Manville, N. J., was un- 
veiled recently by Johns-Manville Corp. 
At the same time, Lewis H. Brown, 
chairman of the board of directors, laid 
the cornerstone for the Research and 
Administrative Building, the second 
now under construction. 

The new combination laboratory-pro- 
duction building is 572 ft long and has 
been divided lengthwise in half. One 
half of the building is a two-story re- 
search laboratory with individual 
tooms and a promenade on each floor 
the full length of the building. Each 
toom is 26 ft long; width is in mullti- 
ples of 11 ft made possible by relocat- 
able partitions of Transite sheets. Pip- 
ing for services such as water, steam, 
alr, vacuum, and electricity is con- 
cealed in the partitions, behind easily 
‘emovable access plates. Artificial 
illumination in the rooms is supplied 
y fluorescent fixtures in continuous 
0 ft rows recessed in the acoustical 
ceilings. 


In addition this “wet semi-works 


building” houses ten miniature fac- 

; ; . 
tories, or pilot plants, each connected 
directly with its own laboratory. By 
that arrangement research projects can 
be carried through the laboratory stage 
to experimental production under one 
roof. When a new or improved product 
leaves the research center, it is ready 
for mass production in any of the 20 
J-M manufacturing plants. Research, 
development, and production are al- 
ready under way in this first of two 
product development buildings. Pres- 
ent research force consists of about 
420 scientists and technicians and is to 
be increased. 

The ten pilot plant spaces are 
equipped with factory machinery for 
research and development of products 
such as Transite pipe, asbestos cement, 
paper, asphalt products, magnesia, and 
fillers. 

Lighting in the factory area is by 
1,000-w incandescent high-bay units 
mounted at a height of 25 ft and spaced 
at 15 ft. Light is directed downward 
by crystal glass prismatic reflectors. 
The same area is served by an enclosed 
busway with plug-in arrangements for 
circuits to the machines. Practically 
all motors have pushbutton control. 
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GE Reports $56,459,434 
Net for Nine Months °47 


General Electric Co’s profit available 
for dividends amounted to $18,479,898 
for the three months ended September 
30 and to $56,459,434 for the first nine 
months of this year, equivalent to 64 
cents and $1.96, respectively, a share 
of common stock, President Charles E. 
Wilson has announced. For the first 
nine months of last year, the company’s 
net income was $404,109, or one cent 
a share of common stock, this being the 
amount by which the net income of 
$14,105,689 for the second and third 
quarters exceeded the first quarter net 
loss of $13,701,580 resulting from the 
strike, Mr Wilson said. 

Net sales billed in the three months 
ended September 30 this year amounted 
to $283,200,737 compared with $303,- 
937.903 in the preceding quarter, the 
decrease being due to vacation shut- 
downs, according to Mr Wilson’s re- 
port. For the first nine months the sales 
were $820,957,807 compared with $421,- 
439,436 in the corresponding period of 


last year. 
& 


Shifts Plant Operations 


Transfer of all manufacturing opera- 
tions of the W. L. Maxson Corp from 
Norwich, Conn., to its plant at 460 
West 34th St, New York, and to that of 
its wholly owned subsidiary, Victor 
Electric Products, Inc, in Cincinnati, 
has been announced by H. A. Leander, 
president. By exercise of an option in 
its lease, the corporation has purchased 
and resold the Norwich plant to the 
American Thermos Bottle Co. Transfer 
of the Norwich manufacturing opera- 
tions to the plants at New York and 
Cincinnati is expected to result in 
economies and increased manufactur- 
ing efficiency, Mr Leander stated. 


Will Make Midget Meters 


International Instruments, Inc., New 
Haven, Conn., has been organized from 
the instrument division of the MB Man- 
ufacturing Co of the same city. The 
new company is producing a specialized 
line of midget meters and allied equip- 
ment. 
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60-watt 
box 


Electric 


SALE 


lamps in 


of General 


this new four-lamp 
proved popular with customers in five 
test cities. It has now been adopted as 


standard packaging for GE lamps 





Ripley Co Organizes 
Street Lighting Division 


Announcement has been made by the 
Ripley Co, Inc, Middletown, Conn., of 
the formation of a street lighting divi- 
sion. Heading the new division will be 
A. Reece Taylor, who previously had 
served in England and the Far East, 
in New York with Consolidated Edison 
and then on the U. S. Navy’s destroyer 
building program at Consolidated Steel 
Co, Orange, Tex. 

Research in light controls for air- 
fields, radio towers. marine obstructions 
and outdoor advertising signs as well 
as consultation and surveys for rail- 
roads and city lighting plants will be 
handled, F. A. Rudolph. president of 
the company, has announced. 

“The new division will augment the 
present utility company activities,” said 
Mr Rudolph, “and will make research 
and surveys available showing results 
wherever lighting controls are needed.” 


ee 
Introduces Electric Sheet 


\ new idea in electric bed coverings. 
an electric sheet. has been announced 


by R. Z. Sorenson, manager of the 
small appliance department of the 


Westinghouse Electric Appliance Divi- 


sion. Mansfield. Ohio. Designed for 
use with conventional bed coverings. 


its retail price will be under $30, Mr 
said. Distribution will he 
limited to key cities. 


Sorenson 


Automatie Switch Moves 
New York. 


Automatic Switch Co.. 


has moved to larger quarters at 391 
Orange, N. J. 


Lakeside Ave.. 


NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 


A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


-Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Cen- 
ter, Denver, Colo., furnishing, del. f.o.b. 
cars shipping point or f.o.b. cars Bethany, 
2 motordriven air compressors, 2 air re- 


California 


ceivers and 2 aftercoolers for Tracy 
Pumping Plant, Central Valley Proj., 
Spec. 1996. W. R. Young, ch. engr. 


Colorado — Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Cen- 
ter, Denver, Colo., Loveland-Greeley 115 
kilovolt transmission line, Colorado-Big 
Thompson Proj., Spec. 1981. W. R. Young, 
ch. engr. 

Fla., Jacksonville - City, furnishing, 
erecting extraction feed water heaters 
and evaporators and 2 feed water deaera- 
tors and accessories at Electric Power 
Plant 2, Talleyrand Ave. Reynolds, Smith 
& Hills, 10 S. Laura St., engrs. 

Idaho—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. In- 
terior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colo., control and station service 
equip. for Anderson Ranch Power Plant, 


Boise Proj., Spec. 1940. Extended date. 
W. R. Young, ch. engr. 

Mississippi—- East Mississippi Electric 
Power Assn., Meridian, 900 mi. rural 
distr. lines in Lauderdale and Clark 
Counties $1,000,000. W. E. Mallett & 
Assoe., 1857 W. Capitol St., Jackson, 
consult. engrs. 

New York—Comr. Marine & Aviation, 
Pier A, foot of Battery Pl., North River, 
New York, Zone 4, Contr. 2511, electrical 


installation for street lighting; fire alarm 
sys. and police traffic signal sys. ete., in 
Rockaway Blvd from Huntley St. to 
Brookvill Blvd., gQueens Boro. Plans 
deposit $5. 
0., Hiram 
ing diesel engine, 
and auxiliary equip. 
Elwell, 5005 Euclid Ave., 
Texas—City Public 
Kifer, mgr., 201 N. St. 
Antonio, 11 mi. 138,000 volt underground 
electric cable between New Braunfels 
power plant and San Antonio. $750,000. 
Wisconsin—-Waushara County Electric 
Co-operative, W automa, Sys. imprvs., 
warehouse facilties, completing previously 
approved construction and 105 mi. rural 
distr. line, Waushara Co, $290,000. 


plant, install- 
generator, switchboard 
$105,000. Paul W. 
Cleveland, engr. 
Service Bd., E. 
Marys St., San 


Village, light 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


Arizona-Nevada—Bureau Reclamation, 
Dpt. Interior, Parker Dam, Calif., Sept. 
25, Parker Dam-Pilot Knob 161 kilovolt 
transmission line, Davis Dam Proj., Spec. 
1910, Schedules 1 and 2, from J. & J. 
Bank Bldg., 


Constr. Co., First National 
Oklahoma City, Okla $1,213,498 and 
$1,198,020 respectively. 
California—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt. 
Interior, Redding, Oct 15, 115 kilovolt 
ind 230 kilovolt switehyards for Keswick 
Power Plant and left abutment parking 
area for Keswick Dam, approx. 4 mi. 
northwest of Redding, Central Valley 
Proj Spee. 1944, from Harms Bros., 
5261 Stoekton Blvd Sacramento. $361,- 
152 

Iu., Mount Pleasant—City, J. P. Budds, 
elk. Oct. 8, municipal light and power 
plant imprvs., inel, Item I, turbine gen- 
erating unit, from Murray lron Works, 
Burlington, $118,909; Item 2, condenser, 
from C. H. Wheeler Mfg. Co., Gratz and 
Sedgley Ave., Phila... Pa., $42,296. Pro- 


reported Kk. W. 10/4, p. 22. 
Central Nebraska PP & Ir- 


posed work 


Nebraska 


rigation Dist., Hastings, rural distr. lines 
from Johnson No. 1 Station to McCook, 
to Etioett Constr. Co., Sunderland Bldg., 
Omaha, $160,286. Bids 10/7. 

N. C., Wilson—Town, J. L. Hales, 


mayor, general contract power plant 
addns., alterations, to A. H. Guion & Co.,, 
Wilkinson Blvd., Charlotte, $165,000*** 
handling equip., to Fairfield Eng. Co. 
Marion, O., $49,460*** switchgear sub- 
station and switchboard equip., to West- 
inghouse Electric Co., Union Bank Bldg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., $59,115*** cooling tower, 
to C. H. Wheeler, 19 St. and Lehigh Ave., 
Phila., Pa., $82,480. Grand total $356,055. 
Bids 10/14. Proposed work reported E. W. 
10/15; DB. Bee. 

Texas—Central Power & Light Co. 
Corpus Christi, 12 mi. 69,000 volt electric 
transmission line across Nueces Bay to 
Taft, to Lay Constr. Co., Corpus Christi, 
$48,000; 6 mi. pile-driving across Nueces 
Bay (supporting 70 poles for 69,000 volt 
power line) to Lee Akin, Corpus Christi 
$65,000. Leslie Jones, c/o owners, engr. 

Va., Williamsburg — State, Richmond. 
Eastern State Hospital bldgs., power 
house and sewage disposal plant, to J 
Kennon Perrin Co., Fifth and Cary Sts., 
Richmond. $2,835,000. Rudolph, Cook & 


Van Leeuen, Arcade Bldg., Norfolk 
archts., 
Washington Public Utility Dist. 1, 





installing equip. in. 75 mi. 


Goldendale, 
distr. lines and 290 mi 


34.5 kv. rural 


7.2/12.5 kv. rural distr. lines, Klickitat 
Co. $300,000. Plans deposit $25. Howard 


Zenier & Assoc., 1829 N. E. Wasco St. 


Portland, Ore., engrs. 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Proposed Construction 


Universit) 
Georgi: 


Ga., Augusta—Bd. Regents 
Sys. of Ga., Atlanta, hospital at 
School of Medicine. 2,250,000. 

Ill., Belleville — Protestant Hospita 
Builders, Belleville, plans by Schmidt 
Cook & Krueger, 6376 Clayton Rd., Rich- 
mond Heights, St. Louis, 17, Mo., 4 stor) 
bsmnt., 50x300 ft. brick, rein.-con., stone 
general hospital, on 133 acre tract at end 
of N. 48 St. $2,500,000. 

Okla., Maysville—J. FE. 
Warren Oil Co. and Carter . 
tional Bank Tulsa Bldg., Tulsa, an¢ 
Cities Service Co., 1707 E. 6 St., Tulsa 
natural gasoline absorption plant. §6,- 
000,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts Awarded 


Crosbie, Inc 
Oil Co., Na- 


Calif., San Bruno—H. S. Crocker C 
Ine., 720 Mission St., San Francisco, | 
story, rein.-con. printing and _ lithograph- 
ing plant, to J. Barnes, 752 Folsom 5! 
San Francisco. Est. $800,000, L. S. Re- 
sener, 233 Sansome St., San Francis 
ener. ; 

Mich., River Rouge—Ford Motor © 


3000 Schaefer St., Dearborn, blast furnact 
enlarging ore and raw material storas' 
docks, mise. construction, to Arthur © 
McKeen Co., 2300 Chester St., Cleveland 
O. Total cost $18,000,000 expansion. | 

Ore., Portland—Continental Can 
100 E. 42 St., New York, N. Y., 330x il 
ft., rein.-con. can factory, N. Burgard an 
Weyerhaeuser St., to L. H. Hoffman, 
Awarde 


S.W. Columbia St. $1,000,000. Awardee 
10/15. Alex Stoyanov, 2555 N.W. West 
over St., archt. C. H. Bockman, Heath 


man Hotel, engr. 


o., Columbus—Ohio Farm Burea 
M. D. Lincoln, pres., 228-46 N. High ** 
8 story, brick, steel Farm Bureau Insur- 
ance’ Bldg., 232 to 240 N. High St, © 
H. M. Boyajoan & Assoc., 990 W. Thire 
Ave. Est. $2,000,000. Ma 

Tex., Houston—Houston Independent 


School Dist., 1600 Washington St., Junio! 
High School, Berry and Baumann Réds., © 
Knutson Constr. Co., 2233 Commerr 
Bldg. $1,957,000. 
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Bourne Elected President, 
Commonwealth & Southern 






Announcement has been made of the 
election of Granville H. Bourne as 
president of The Commonwealth & 
Southern Corp of New York, service 
company of The Commonwealth & 
Southern Corp system. Mr Bourne has 
been comptroller of The Commonwealth 
& Southern Corp since 1934 and vice- 













G. H. Bourne 





president and comptroller since 1945. 
\s president he is succeeding Justin R. 
Whiting, who has been elected chair- 
man of the board. 

Mr Bourne entered the employ of 
Hodenpyl, Walbridge & Co of New 
York, public utility operators, in 1906 
and continued successively with Hoden- 
byl, Hardy & Co, Commonwealth Power 
Railway & Light Co, Allied Power & 
light Corp, and with The Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp since its or- 
ganization in 1929. He is also a di- 
tector of The Commonwealth & South- 
‘m Corp of New York, vice-president 
and director of The Southern Co, and 
director of the Southern Indiana Gas 
‘Electric Co, the Consumers Power Co 
ind the Georgia Power Co. 

Mr Bourne is a member of the Con- 
rollers Institute of America, Edison 


Electric Institute and American Gas As- 
soclation. 























> Wittiam H. Bromace has been ap- 
pointed news service manager of the 
Commonwealth Edison Co, Chicago, to 
‘ucceed Ropert E. Borven, resigned. 
Mr Bromage has been director of pub- 










NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


lic relations of the Chicago Surface 
Lines since 1939. Previously, he had 
been on the editorial staffs of the Chi- 
cago Daily Tribune and the Chicago 
Journal of Commerce. Mr Borden be- 
came head of the news service depart- 
ment when it was organized in 1941. 


Electrical Leagues Group 
Elects Strunk President 


(See Front Cover) 


Stanley E. Strunk, secretary of the 
Electrical League of Cleveland since 
1944, was elected president of the Inter- 
national Association of Electrical 
Leagues at the annual conference held 
recently in St. Louis. 

Mr Strunk joined the League in 1932 
as manager of its lighting and wiring 
division. Since 1935 he has been man- 
ager of its industrial division, and as- 


sociation manager of the Electrical 
Maintenance Engineers Association of 
Cleveland. 


Before he joined the Electrical 
League, Mr. Strunk was connected with 
the engineering department of General 
Electric Co at Nela Park, where he 
specialized in flood and street lighting. 
Previously he had been a lighting engi- 
neer with the Michigan lamp division 
of General Electric in Detroit. 

Mr Strunk was elected a member of 
the board of directors of the Inter- 
national Association of Electrical 
Leagues in 1945, and vice-president of 
that organization in 1946. This year, 
he was chairman of the program com- 
mittee for the annual conference. Mr 
Strunk also is a member of the Cleve- 
land Engineering Society. 

Other officers elected included: vice- 
president, J. Clark Chamberlain, secre- 
tary-manager, Bureau of Radio and 
Electrical Appliances, San Diego; and 


treasurer, A. H. Kessler, manager, 
North Central Electrical Industries, 
Minneapolis. 

6 
> Roy N. Vernstrom has been ap- 


pointed advertising manager of the 
Pacific Power & Light Co, with head- 
quarters at Portland, Ore. R. K. Foiey 
has been named publicity supervisor 
for the same company at Yakima, Wash. 
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Illinois Utility Elects 
Murphy Vice-President 


Morgan F. Murphy early this month 
was elected a vice-president of the Pub- 
lic Service Co of Northern Illinois. 
Britton I. Budd, president of the com- 
pany. in making the announcement, 
stated that the advancement from as- 
sistant to the president to vice-president 
was one way of recognizing his long 
service in that capacity. 

Mr Murphy began his utility career 
in 1925 when he started as a stenogra- 
pher in PSNI. In 1935 he was named 
secretary to the president of the com- 
pany and in 1943 was named assistant 





M. F. Murpeny 


to the president. His 22 years of serv- 


ice in the utility industry have been en- 


tirely with the Public Service Co of 
Northern Illinois in the executive de- 
partment. 


A native Chicagoan, he has been very 
active in civic affairs. At the present 
time he is active in veterans’ work. 
For several years he has been promi- 
nently identified with American Legion 
affairs and, during the war, served as 
vice-chairman of the Illinois Soldiers 
and Sailors Service Council. 


> Raymonp D. SHERMAN, who is con- 
with the U. S. Military Gov- 
ernment in Korea, has been appointed 
engineer in charge ot the Seoul Elec- 
tric Co. which furnishes the city of 
Seoul, the capital of Korea, with all its 
electric, gas. railway and bus service. 
Mr Sherman has had a broad back- 


nected 
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ground of engineering experience in 
the utility field. He spent ten years 
with the New York Power & Light Co, 
occupying the position of electrical 
superintendent when he left in 1910. 
He then became identified with the New 
England Power Co. In 1921 he joined 
the Duquesne Light Co and affiliated 
properties of the Standard Gas & Elec- 
tric Co in Pittsburgh, staying there a 
period of 24 years. In the course of 
this association he served successively 
as assistant electrical engineer, sec- 
tion engineer, and equipment engi- 
neer, assisting materially in the develop- 
ment of the underground cable system 
of the company. 


Moore Appointed Director 
of Sales and Engineering 
Crocker-Wheeler Electric Manufac- 


turing Co, Ampere, N. J.. a division of 
Joshua Hendy Corp, has announced the 





P. J. Moore 


appointment of Paul J. Moore to the 
newly created position of director of 
sales and engineering. 

A graduate electrical engineer, Mr 
Moore has been engaged in the engi- 
neering and selling of electric motors 
and generators for 24 years. 

Early in his career Mr Moore was 
connected with the motor engineering 
and sales departments of General Elec- 
tric Co, Schenectady. Subsequently he 
served as sales manager of Imperial 
Electric Co, Akron, Ohio; manager of 
sales and engineering of Star Electric 
Motor Co, Bloomfield, N. J., and man- 
ager of the commercial department of 
Watson-Flagg Machine Co. Paterson, 


N. J. 


P Ropert C. LANpPHIER, JR, vice-presi- 
dent of the Sangamo Electric Co, 
Springfield, Ill., has been elected to the 
board of directors of the Illinois State 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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OBITUARY 


Henry Harris 


Henry Harris, prominently identified 
with the electrical industry in its early 
days, died suddenly on Octobe 19 in 
St. Louis, Mo., where he had made his 
home in recent years. He was 75 years 
old. 

Mr Harris became associated with 
the electrical industry just before the 
turn of the century. In the capacity of 
commercial manager of the Duquesne 
Light Co, Pittsburgh, Pa., he became 
well known as a student of merchandis- 
ing methods and the originator of efh- 
cient programs for selling electrical 
goods. He later organized and served 
as president of the United Electric 
Light Co of Wilmerding. Pa. 

While holding this executive position 
he was elected in 1920 president of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association, fol- 
lowing many years of active participa- 
tion in its affairs. He was a member of 
the executive committee for five years 
and also chairman of the rate commit- 
tee for five years. Mr Harris was also 
active in the old National Electric Light 

Association. now the Edison Electric 
Institute, having been vice-chairman of 
the commercial section. and for two 
years was chairman of the Committee 
of Co-ordination of Advertising in the 
electrical industry, which devoted its 
efforts to putting the electrical adver- 
tising of the manufacturer, utility job- 
ber, dealer and contractor on a higher 
and more efficient plane. 


> Water S. QuINLAN, formerly presi- 
dent of Robbins & Myers, Inc, Spring- 
field, Ohio, died on October 17 at his 
home in that city at the age of 64. 
Mr Quinlan, who retired last Novem- 
ber as president because of ill health, 
remained as chairman of the board of 
directors of the corporation. He first 
became associated with Robbins & 
Myers as a board member in 1925 and 
was elected president in 1928. 


> Howarp H. Barrows, who had been 
associated with the General Electric 
Co since 1908, died at his residence 
in Oakland, Calif., on October 12 after 
an illness of several months. He was 
born at Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 63 years 
ago. Mr Barrows was graduated from 
Case in 1907 as a mining and metal- 
lurgical engineer and went to work 
in 1908 at the tungsten factory op- 
erated in Cleveland by the National 
Electric Lamp Association. After sev- 
eral years he was transferred to the 
Ohio Lamp Works at Warren, Ohio. 











and in 1913 he was named superin- 
tendent of the Oakland Lamp Works 
of General Electric Co at Oakland. 
where he was named manager in 1915. 
Mr Barrows continued in that capacity 
until early this year when he retired. 


> Rosert W. Hoy, retired a-'vertising 
consultant of Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Co, died on October 17 at his 
home in Allentown at the age of 78. 
Mr Hoy had a background of 60 years’ 
service in the electric industry. He 
began his career in the industry at the 
age of 13 as a telephone operator in 
his native Harrisburg. Pa., and until 
his death was one of the oldest tele. 
phone operators in the United States. 
Seven vears later he joined the Harris. 
burg Electric Light Co as a lineman 
and later became foreman. Transfer- 
ring to the merchandising branch of 
the industry. he was apnointed commer- 
cial manager of the Elmira (N. Y.) 
Light & Railway Co in 1915 and then 
joined PP&L as sales manager in 1920. 
In 1933 he was named manager of 
merchandise sales for the company and 
three years later advertising manager. 
At the time of his retirement in 1941. 
he held the title of advertising consul- 
tant. 


> Cuartes E. Matues. manufacturers’ 
agent of Toledo. Ohio. died in that 
city on October 4 at the age of 67. A 
graduate of New Hampshire Univer- 
sity, Mr Mathes entered the employ of 
the General Electric Co. serving in the 
Cincinnati, Cleveland and Columbus 
offices. Later he operated as a manu- 
facturers’ agent representing Crocker 
Wheeler and Moloney Electric Co as 
well as other industrial accounts until 
the time of his death. 


> Henry R. Frosv, for many years sec: 
retary and a director of the Long Is 
land Lighting Co. died at his home in 
Greenwich. Conn.. on September 14 
He was 70 yeurs old. Mr Frost, who 
retired in 1941, had been active in the 
organization of the Long Island Light: 
ing Co in 1910. A lawyer by profes 
sion, he handled for many years much 
of the legal detail in connection with 
the various consolidations that occurred 
as the company expanded its oper 
tions. 


> Anprew F. Pore, 65, for the pa‘ 
46 years manager of the Hull (Mass. 
municipal electric light department. 
died. in that town on October 19. He 
was treasurer of the Municipal Light 
ing Association of Massachusetts ™ 
addition to his executive duties with 


the Hull utility. 
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Fluorescent Wall Lamp 


A PORTABLE fluorescent wall lamp 
which has a multitude of uses in the 
home and elsewhere has been an- 
nounced by Sylvania Electric Products 
Inc, 500 Fifth Ave, New York 18, N. Y. 
lt is designed for use wherever light is 
required for a specific task such as over 
the kitchen sink, beneath pantry cabin- 
ets, in a dining alcove, sewing room, 
study or in the bedroom as a night light. 
The new lamp gives evenly distributed, 
glarefree light directly down on the sur- 
face beneath and indirect light for gen- 
eral illumination of the entire area. 

Simple and streamlined in design, the 
Sylvania “Beverly” contains two 20-w 
fuorescent lamps shielded by a diffus- 
ing panel of frosted, ribbed glass. The 
unit has enamel-coated metal end caps 
fnished in either white or old ivory 
color. Because of its flat, partially cov- 
ered surface, it lends itself to personal- 
ied decorative touches such as plants or 
igurines placed above it, or on the wall 
behind it. The “Beverly” is also suit- 
able, commercially, for lighting apparel 
hop or powder room mirrors, and simi- 

ar applications. 

The new fixture can be either hung 
a wall and plugged into a nearby 
outlet by means of an extension cord or 
installed directly to an outlet box. It is 
*perated by means of a switch or a 
built-in pull chain. Designated the 
Beverly RWC-220 for the cord model 
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and the RW-220 for the outlet box 
model, the unit, which furnishes ap- 
proximately the same amount of light as 
a 100-w incandescent bulb, comes com- 
plete and ready to light. 


Luminous Louver Ceiling 


“Sky-GLow” SYSTEM is a new de- 
velopment in fluorescent lighting by 
Benjamin Electric Mfg Co, Des Plaines, 
Ill. An entire ceiling is converted into 
a lighting unit, with the louvers said to 
glow with light. Obtainable are high 


lighting levels in the order of 100 to 
175 ft-c with low brightness. 

The system consists of standardized 
stock sections of louvers, channels and 
The Vinylite louvers are an 


fittings. 





innovation, having a light transmission 
factor of approximately 60 percent. 
Four sizes of louver sections make pos- 
sible geometric arrangements, thereby 
providing wide flexibility of design for 
vario.s sizes of ceilings. The indi- 
vidual lighting fixtures are concealed. 


Expanding Anchor 


AN ALL-STEEL, two-piece, expanding 
earth anchor is a product of Pieper- 
Lillard, Inc, 729 Paul Brown Bldg, St. 
Louis, Mo. The one-piece, truss type, 
expanding blades are heavily ribbed at 
point of fulcrum. A reinforced base 
plate serves as the member which ex- 
pands the one-piece blades. When the 
blades are fully spread, shoulders in 
each wing engage the edges of the plate, 
firmly positioning them. 

The blades are attached to the base 
plate with shear bolts which are severed 





with the first blow of the spreader. 
Successive blows of spreader are di- 
rected onto upper edges of these sharp 
blades, forcing them easily through a 
natural arc fully into undisturbed 
earth. 


Welding Electrode 


A NEW ELECTRODE, Hobart No. 12, 
designed to increase welding speed on 
poor fit-up work, has been announced 
by Hobart Brothers Co, Troy, Ohio. 
This heavy-coated electrode is suitable 
for d-c straight polarity or alternating 
current at higher current ratings. Spat- 
ter loss is unusually low and there is 
less tendency to stick when welding with 
a close arc, according to the manufac- 
turer. The electrode is available in 
da, Ve, tx, fs and 14-in. diameters. 








ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


SYSTEM PLANNERS should get set for another 
heavy influx of new residential customers next year. 
Developments in urban housing, as well as in the 
rural field, promise to keep new connections near 
their present high rate. 


This year about 1,600,000 new residential cus- 
tomers will be added to utility lists. This is close to 
the record-breaking total of 1,652,000 in 1946. It is 
hard to see the number declining substantially in 
1948. 


Construction of urban housing accounts for more 
than half the new connections. As predicted earlier, 
(EW. June 14, P.30) residential building has re- 
covered from its dip at mid-year and something like 
875,000 new units are being completed in 1947. 


The rest of the 1,600,000 new customers probably 
can be accounted for in this manner. 


1) Some 400,000 new farm connections are being 
made this year. Most of these show up in 
residential classifications. 

2) A further 100,000 non-farm customers are being 
added to rural line extensions. 

3) Many homes now are installing a second meter 
for heavy duty or off-peak loads. These second 
meters are recorded as new customers. 


Utilities plan about as many new farm connections 
next year as this. Moreover, there is no reason to 
expect any great drop in the rate at which new 
non-farm customers will come on to rural lines. 
However, it is the construction of urban houses that 
again will bring the utilities most of their new 
customers. 


ENOUGH NEW HOUSES have been started the 
past several months to assure a high rate of com- 
pletions during first-half 1948. In September, a 
month of normal season decline, new starts jumped 
to 88,000. 


There are very good reasons for believing resi- 
dential construction will hold to a high level at 
least into 1949. Personal incomes should continue 
high, backlogs of demand are very great, and costs 
are becoming more stable. 


As to demand, it’s a sobering fact that we have 
built only 1,300,000 new dwelling units since the 


30 


war's end. This doesn’t even match the growth jn 
number of families. 


On the cost side, early hopes for a sharp decline 
have gone glimmering. Housing costs are lowe; 
than a year ago — but only by 5-10 percent. 


Improved labor productivity—chiefly from a better 
flow of materials — has been the big factor. This 
trend should continue next year, and the saving wil] 
spread to heavy construction as well. However, 
neither wage rates nor materials prices are likely 
to show an over-all decline in 1948. 


COMMERCIAL CUSTOMER LISTS have failed to 
keep pace with the residential advance. A net gain 
of about 200,000 commercial connections will be 
reported this year. In 1946 — a record year — the 
total climbed to 295,000. 


One reason for this smaller number is the re. 
duced volume of new building for commercial use 
Such construction is a third lower this year than 
than last. 


However, commercial building now shows signs 
of a new lease on life. Contracts let in the past two 
months point to a heavy volume of construction in 
first half 1948. 


Here again the backlog of needs is tremendous. 
Construction in the thirties lagged far behind the 
normal rate required to match the nation’s growth. 
Movie, restaurant, and floor space is needed 
throughout the country. 


Utilities, then, should expect a relatively large 
number of new commercial customers for several 
years, at the very least. 


URBAN HOUSING MOVES TO 
POST-WAR HIGH 


100 


Storts 


JFMAMJJASOND 
1947 


JFMAMJJASON 
1946 


Data: Bureau of Labor Statistics 


Thousands of permanent & temporary dwelling units 
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